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From standing room only at the opening event, the free 
Chamber Music Doesn’t Bite, to the sold-out ticketed concerts 
throughout the weekend, the Pender Harbour Chamber 
Music Festival was a resounding success.  The world-
renowned Gryphon Trio delighted audiences with their pre-
cise and emotive playing of 
a variety of compositions by 
different composers, receiving 
repeated standing ovations.  
The same was true of vio-
linist Corey Cerovsek. who 
impressed everyone with his 
technical virtuosity and beau-
tiful depth of feeling as he per-
formed with other musicians 
in music ranging from Bach to 
Saint-Saëns.  

The unusual combination 
of Trio Verlaine (flute, harp 
and viola) entranced listen-
ers with their renditions of 
works by Debussy, Ravel and Piazzolla.  Rounding out the 
roster were artistic director and pianist Alexander Tselyakov, 
clarinetist Jeanette Jonquil with her smooth rich tones, and 
emerging artists Daniel Tselyakov on piano and Anthony 
Blackman on double bass.  The musicians played in different 
combinations throughout, with many playing together for the 
first time ever. This alone made for some exciting and remark-
able performances.  

The programming by Tselyakov was brilliant as people 
were treated to familiar tunes, such as the Michael Webster 
arrangement of themes from Bizet’s Carmen and the powerful 
”Archduke” Trio by Beethoven, and to compositions by mod-
ern composers including Turina and Piazzolla and Canadian 

Kelly-Marie Murphy, whose 
Give Me Phoenix Wings to Fly 
was originally commissioned 
by the Gryphon Trio.

The Intermezzo event, 
Corey Cerovsek in con-
versation with CBC’s Bill 
Richardson, was particularly 
interesting as we learned the 
musical and life philosophies 
of this young violinist who 
enthralled audiences through-
out the weekend.  The Festival 
ended with a delightful rendi-
tion of The Carnival of the 
Animals, narrated by Bill 

Richardson using his own poetry, which had the audience 
laughing enthusiastically. 

It will be hard for the Pender Harbour Chamber Music 
Festival to better this year’s event in 2011, but with musicians 
such as world-renowned violinist James Ehnes and the won-
derful Borealis String Quartet scheduled to appear, it is more 
than possible.

—Submitted

chamber music festival “a resounding success”
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Weeding in the snow—that’s a 
favourite memory of members 
of the Arts Council’s Garden 
Committee. Miserably cold, it 
was nevertheless a task made 
almost enjoyable by the hot 
chocolate and homemade treats 
supplied by their dauntless 
leader, Mary Ellen Johnston, 
Garden Committee chair.

After more than a dozen years 
of garden and Arts Council 

involvement, Mary Ellen recently announced that she and 
her husband, David, a willing garden committee gofer, will 
be leaving the Coast for White Rock to be closer to family. 
The remaining Garden Committee members have decided the 
time had come to disband most of them being well into their 
golden years. [Alternatives are being sought – more on that at 
another time.]

When Mary Ellen to West Sechelt she joined the Sechelt 
Garden Club and was its chair for a time. But it was her inter-
est in painting and photography that drew her to Arts Council 
membership. She submitted work every year to the January 
Friends of the Gallery [FOG] exhibition and consigned art 
cards for sale in the gallery—flower pictures and seascapes. 

By the late ’90s the Arts Centre garden, which had been a 
well-planned beauty spot across from Hackett Park, was now 
weedy and sad.  With Judith Arden, Mary Ellen became co-
chair of a committee tasked with bringing it back to life and 
loveliness. A year later, she became Chair.

An early coup for Mary Ellen was arranging with Clayton’s 
to redeem cash register receipts for cash to purchase new 

plants for the garden. She has admitted that for her, going into 
a plant nursery is “like going into a candy store for a little kid.” 
Many local merchants have helped her and the committee by 
offering discounts, bargains, and outright gifts. Audrey Herz 
remembers, “When a plant seemed to be needed, Mary Ellen 
would appear after a quick trip to the nursery with just the 
right thing—usually paid for by her!”

Among the many achievements of Mary Ellen and her 
committee is the renovation of the area along Medusa, 
according to Herz “a scrap heap of morning-glory and mare’s 
tail,” now cleared and planted with shrubs, grown very large-
-though the mare’s tail (aka horse tail) seems oblivious to all 
efforts at eradication. Another is the large Katsura tree in the 
lawn beside Medusa. Some projects were financed with funds 
raised in the 2001 Building Fund—the garden shed was 
rebuilt and good tools acquired. Volunteer Dave Ible located a 
lightly used sprinkler system and arranged for its installation, 
a big help to maintaining the health of the plantings in hot 
summer weather. 

Most recently, Mary Ellen and her committee arranged 
for a new paved circle and arbour on the Senior Centre 
side of the lot. This addition greatly improves the appear-
ance and usability of the space for  summer parties or 
weddings.

In a recent interview, Mary Ellen particularly wanted to 
thank members of the committee, Audrey Herz, Helen Ible, 
Jeanette Lucas, Julia Scott, Margaret Boyd and honorary 
member, David Johnston who have given faithful service 
over the years, using muscles and cunning to create a beau-
tiful retreat and a charming entrance to our beloved Arts 
Centre.

— Helen Ible and Sheila Page

VOLUNTEER PROFILE   Mary Ellen Johnston

BACK FOR ITS 8TH SEASON!
Artesia Coffeehouse Series 

 presented monthly by Coast Cultural Alliance

GEMINI
Piano duo of Julie & Val Rutter  

with special guest readings by Richard Austin
 Tickets $8–$10 at the door.
Friday September 27, 2010

Sunshine Coast Arts Centre
Doors 7:00, showtime 8:00pm

Performers TBA
Friday, October 29, 2010

Sunshine Coast Arts Centre
Doors 7:00, showtime 8:00pm

The Sechelt Banner Project Continues!

The theme for the 2011 banners is “My Favorite Toy”.  
Submission deadline is November 14; the exhibition will be at 
the Sunshine Coast Art Center in conjunction with the Young 
Artists Awards Show, Dec 1 – Dec. 19 2010.

Students aged 5 through 15 are asked to submit a design 
on 4.25” by 11” paper.  The call for entry goes out to all the 
elementary schools on the Sunshine Coast.

All the entries are put on exhibit; a committee of adults 
choose 19 designs to be transformed into banners.

On the last day of the exhibition, the 19 students whose 
design was selected for the upcoming years’ banners are pre-
sented with a certificate and a t-shirt emblazoned with their 
banner design.

The designs are projected and traced onto six-foot ban-
ners.  Volunteer artists carefully match the paint colors and 

(continued on page 8)
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DO YOU HAVE EMAIL?

One of the ways we can reduce our costs is to be able to email 
you a link for each issue of artistry. We post a colour copy 
of the newsletter online. Printing and postage amount to 
just under one dollar per copy mailed by snail mail. You can 
each help us save a buck by sending us your email address for 
artistry. Please consider doing this. Include your first and last 
name and your current mailing address so we can be sure to 
have our lists correctly sorted. Please help us with this!

CHANGE OF MAILING ADDRESS?
Please e-mail information or drop off this form at the Arts Centre so 
we can update mailing lists for all the organizations listed below:

Name membership is in	
	

New address:	
	

RR# and City__________________________________
 	

New Postal Code	
	

EMAIL_______________________________________

Update with These Organizations:
  Sunshine Coast Arts Council
  Coast Recital Society
  Coast Cultural Alliance
  Southcoast Value-Added Co-operative
  Sunshine Coast Festival of the Performing Arts
  Sunshine Coast Music Society
  Other _ ___________________________________
	

artistry Contributors: 
Allan Crane, Frances Wasserlein, Mary White, Linda 
Williams and our summer interns Erin Bildfell and 

 Alex Thornton. 

Printing & Folding:
Coast Copy Centre

Next artistry deadline October 15, email 
sc_artscouncil@dccnet.com

Publications Mail

SUNSHINE COAST ARTS COUNCIL 
Membership

Seniors/Students $25.00
Individual $30.00

Family $35.00
Organization $50.00

Corporate $100
Patron/Benefactor $_____

Memberships may be purchased with cash or cheques made 
payable to the Sunshine Coast Arts Council by mail, in person 

or over the telephone by MasterCard or Visa.

Box 1565, Sechelt, B.C. V0N 3A0

Sunshine Coast 
Arts Council  

Box 1565 
Sechelt, B.C. 

V0N 3A0

SAVE THOSE RECEIPTS!

Shopping at Clayton’s Heritage Market in Sechelt?  Please 
save your grocery receipts and bring them to the Arts Centre, 
to the collection box on the information table in the hallway.  
These receipts help us keep our garden green!

render each design by hand, being faithful to the young artist’s 
designs.  About 80 volunteer hours of work goes into this part 
of the project.

The District of Sechelt’s Engineering Department hang the 
completed banners from light posts on Cowrie and Wharf 
Streets for the summer months.

(continued from page 7)


