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Thomas Wharton
The Arts Council’s spring reading 
series will launch this March 14 at 8 
pm with a presentation by Thomas 
Wharton, whose first novel Icefields 
(1995) is a nominee in the CBC’s 
2008 Canada Reads competition. The 
book is being promoted by none other 
than Steve MacLean, Chief Astronaut 
of the Canadian Space Agency—the 
“only Canada Reads panelist who can 
claim he has walked in space.” Icefields 
garnered plenty of acclaim when it was 
first published, winning the Writers 
Guild of Alberta Best First Book Award, 
the Banff Book Festival Grand Prize 
and the Commonwealth Writer’s Prize 
for Best First Book, Canada/Caribbean 
division. Since then, his second novel, 
Salamander (2001) was short listed 
for the Governor-General’s Literary 
Award and the Roger’s Fiction Prize. A 
collection of short stories about reading, 
The Logogryph (2004) was a finalist for 

the prestigious International IMPAC 
Dublin Literary Award, which involves 
libraries from around the world and is 
open to books in any language.

Wharton was born in Grande Prairie, 
Alberta, and attended the U of A, where 
he was a student of Rudy Wiebe. Icefields 
began as his M.A. thesis, under the 
supervision of sometime Coast resident, 
Kristjana Gunnars. He completed his 
PhD at the University of Calgary with 
novelist Aritha van Herk. 

Currently Thomas Wharton lives 
in Edmonton with his wife and three 
children. He teaches creative writing 
at the U of A, and maintains a blog at 
http://www.logogryph.blogspot.com. 

Doubleday will publish the first book 
in Wharton’s planned fantasy trilogy, 
Perilous Realms, in August 2008.

Elizabeth Phillips
We can expect something completely 
different on April 11 at 8 pm, when 
Saskatchewan lyric poet Elizabeth 

Philips reads from her collections of 
verse—Torch River (2007), and A Blue 
with Blood in it and Beyond My Keeping, 
both of which were winners of the 
Saskatchewan Poetry Award in their 
respective years. Philips, who lives in 
Saskatoon, edited the literary magazine 
Grain from 1998 to 2003. The editor 
of a number of poetry collections, 
she has taught creative writing at the 
Banff Wired Studio, the Banff Writing 
with Style program and the Sage Hill 
Writing Experience. Philips’ publisher, 
Brick Books, claims that in Torch 
River the poet “takes us down into the 
swirling core of planetary energies, the 
central mystery of life itself,” using “a 
language of tremendous immediateness 
and authority.” For fellow poet George 
Murray, Philips is someone who is 
“successfully re-imagining the Canadian 
landscape for a new century,” employing 
“an impressive supply of fresh imagery 
and perspective, as well as a fine control 
of pacing and rhythm.” 

Both of these readings will be held 
in the Doris Crowston Gallery of the 
Sunshine Coast Arts Centre, corner of 
Trail & Medusa in Sechelt. Admission 
is free thanks to the generosity of the 
Canada Council for the Arts.

S P R I N G  2 0 0 8  R E A D I N G  S E R I E S

Artesia Coffeehouse Series 
presented monthly by Coast Cultural Alliance

Friday March 28th , 2008, 8 p.m.
&

Friday April 25th , 2008, 8 p.m., doors 7 p.m.
Sunshine Coast Arts Centre, Sechelt

$8 - $10 at the door
Presenting four 25-minute sets of quality live music, 

yummy goodies, delicious friends and the fantastic art-
work of the current show. Come early for a good seat and 

check the website
www.suncoastarts.com 
to see who is playing!.

CATS IN THE SNOW by Liam Bosse
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The Sunshine Coast chamber trio Syrinx 
opened the Festival of Wind Music 
2008 Saturday, February 2 at Gibsons 
Heritage Playhouse. Comprising Sarah 
Harding, flute, Kelly Smit, flute and 
piano, Gerry Millar, string bass and 
Tim Enns, guest on drums, the group 
played music by Bach, Haydn, Claude 
Bolling (Suite for flute and jazz piano), 
and Ennio Morricone (film score, The 
Mission).

After the break, the Sun Coast 
Concert Band played, with Hannah 
Westlake, vocalist. Marine biology is 
her passion, but music and singing are 
in her heart. The Grade 12 Chatelech 
student plans to attend the University 
of Victoria after graduation. She shared 
her love of singing with an appreciative 

audience Saturday. The audience also 
enthusiastically applauded Joe Hatherill 
directing the Band’s diverse selections.

The Sunshine Coast Music Society’s 
distinguished visitors Sunday, February 
3 were the Little Mountain Brass 
Band and Jim Littleford, founder 
and director. Their presentation was 
excellent, and their richly varied concert 
captivated the capacity audience. For 
many, this was a first exposure to the 
classic British brass band. Few did not 
leave the concert knowing more than 
when they came.

Elizabeth Currie returns for 
concert with Choralations

SCMS’s season final is at St. Hilda’s 
Church, 7:30 p.m.. March 7 with 
Elizabeth Currie, soprano, and well-
known children’s choir Choralations. 
Elizabeth was a member for several 
years. She sang Joseph in Gibsons 

Elementary’s musical, Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolour Dream Coat.

Elizabeth studied violin at the 
Vancouver Academy of Music. She 
studied piano to Grade 10 level, but 
vocal performance is her graduation 
major from UBC in May. She awaits 
audition for the Master of Music 
program.

Tickets, $10 each, at Gaia’s Fair 
Trade Gifts, Gibsons; Sew Much More, 
Hwy. 101 & Pratt Rd.; Seaside Centre, 
Sechelt Visitors Centre; at the door, St. 
Hilda’s March 7.

—Allan Crane

Coast performers of all ages are busy preparing for the 
Sunshine Coast Festival of the Performing Arts 35th annual 
celebration of music and dance! Similar to Kiwanis Festivals 
in other communities, the Sunshine Coast Music Festival was 
established in 1973 to provide opportunities for Coast students 
and amateur musicians to perform in our community and 
receive guidance from experienced professional adjudicators.

Festival 2008 takes place April 14 to May 4. Soloists and 
ensembles perform for appreciative community audiences in 
three weeks of outstanding entertainment. Admission to all 
Festival 2008 events is by donation—everyone is welcome 
to attend! Award-winning performances are showcased in 
the Piano Encore Concert 1:30 pm Sunday April 20 at the 
Sunshine Coast Arts Centre and the Festival Highlights 2:00 
pm Sunday, May 4 at Raven’s Cry Theatre sponsored by Coast 
Recital Society.

For detailed information, see the Festival website www.
coastfestival.com. In early April the Festival 2008 program 
will be available at Sew Much More, Gibsons; Talewind 
Books, Sechelt; MeloMANIA, Roberts Creek; Miss Sunny’s 
Hair Boutique, Madeira Park. Thanks to the sponsorship 
of Interfor, Festival Syllabus and Program publications are 
available at no charge. 

The Sunshine Coast Festival of the Performing Arts Society 
has charitable status, and relies on the support of community 
donors, volunteers and Society members for this annual 

event. With sponsorship from generous local corporate and 
individual donors, outstanding individuals and groups will 
receive over $6,000 in awards and scholarships to encourage 
their ongoing development. Sunshine Coast Credit Union 
scholarships assist talented young performers to finance post-
secondary education. Exceptional performers selected by 
adjudicators will receive Sunshine Coast Arts Council support 
to participate in the provincial Performing Arts BC Festival 
May 25-29, 2008 in Burnaby.

Attend Festival 2008 and enjoy our 35th year of exceptional 
performances!!

Sunshine Coast Festival of the Performing Arts 2008

Emily Wood, winner of the 1st Place Senior Piano Award and 
Sunshine Coast Arts Council Provincial Candidate Award at the 
Festival 2007 Piano Encore Concert. val anderson photo
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CHANGE OF MAILING ADDRESS?
Fill out this form and drop it off at the Arts Centre so we can update 
mailing lists for all the organizations listed below:

Name membership is in	 ________________________

New address:	 _________________________________

RR# and City__________________________________
 	

New Postal Code	______________________________

EMAIL_______________________________________

Update with These Organizations:
  Sunshine Coast Arts Council
  Coast Recital Society
  Coast Cultural Alliance
  Southcoast Value-Added Co-operative
  Sunshine Coast Festival of the Performing Arts
  Sunshine Coast Music Society
  Other _ ___________________________________
	

artistry Contributors: 
Allan Crane, Jane Davidson, Kim 
Foster, Chelsea Herz, Helen Ible, 
Iris Loewen, Sue Milne, Sheila 

Page, Rosemary Bates Terry, Sherryl 
Latimer, Frances Wasserlein, Mary 

White, Tracy Wright
Mailers:  Our wonderful crew of 

volunteer mailing experts!
Printing: Coast Copy Centre

Next Artistry deadline April 15, 
email  

sc_artscouncil@dccnet.com

SUNSHIINE COAST ARTS 
COUNCIL Membership

Seniors/Students $25.00 
Individual $30.00 

Family $35.00 
Organization $50.00 

Corporate $100 
Patron/Benefactor $_____

Memberships may be purchased with cash 
or cheques made payable to the Sunshine 

Coast Arts Council,  
Box 1565, Sechelt, B.C. V0N 3A0

CORRECTION

Adelle Waddell, whose painting, Lilly 
and her Buds, was featured on our 
cover for January/February 2008 was 
inadvertently not acknowledged as the 
creator of this painting, which was in 
the Doris Crowston Gallery at the Art 
Centre, as part of the 2008 Friends of 
the Gallery show. We apologize for our 
oversight.

Lights Out by Claire Fearnley	

Imps in Inva by Kathryn Jaschinsk


